Poe Review Questions

1. In “The Black Cat,” what is the relationship between the confessions of Poe’s guilty narrator and their claims to sanity and reliability (i.e. how does the narrator prove to himself that he is/not insane)?
2. How does the description of the cat as “sagacious” (look it up!) contribute to the  meaning of the story?  

3. Why does the narrator mistreat his cat?  Use a quote to support your answer.

4. What is noteworthy about Usher’s home?  How does the narrator describe it at the beginning of the story (use a quote)?  What does Usher say about it (use a quote)?

5. What is the relationship(s) of Roderick and Madeline?  Why is this relationship(s) significant?

6. What do you think Poe’s opinion is of the “outcast” or sensitive artist?  Are they victims?  Villians?  Misunderstood?  Do they have a place in modern America, according to Poe?  Explain.

