Modern Lit

Hemingway Review Questions

1. Look again at the conversation between the man and woman at the bar.  If “the American” in the story is supposed to be an example of EVERY American, what qualities or characteristics is Hemingway attributing to Americans as a whole?  Provide one quote to support your answer.

2. Do these two characters love one another?  What proof do you have?  Suppose that what these two share IS love.  What do you suppose that Hemingway thinks about love in the modern age?
3. Would you say that Krebs’ relationships(s) with his family is more or less functional than his neighbors and “friends”?  Why?  Discuss.

4. Krebs thinks a lot about "lies" in this story. What kinds of lies does he tell or refuse to tell? Why do they nauseate him? In what way might this be connected to his war experiences?

5. Hemingway frequently uses polyphony, heteroglossia, and carnivalesque in his writing.  Cite two examples of these techniques and discuss what effect that they have on the story.

